MASSACHUSET TS FORESTS
AT THE CROSSROADS

Forests, Parks, Landscapes, Environment, Quality of Life, Communities
and Economy Threatened by Industrial Scale Logging & Biomass Power
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The fate of Massachusetts’ forests is at a crossroads.

Taxpayer subsidized policies and proposals enacted and promoted by Governor Patrick’s office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs seriously threaten the health, integrity and peaceful existence of Massachusetts
forests. All the benefits provided by these forests including wilderness protection, fish and wildlife habitat,
recreation, clean water, clean air, tourism, carbon sequestration and scenic beauty are now under threat from
proposals to aggressively log parks and forests as outlined below.

About 80% of State forests and parks are slated for logging with only 20% set aside in reserves. (p.4)

Aggressive logging and clear-cutting of State forests and parks has already started and new management
plans call for logging rates more than 400% higher than average historical levels. (p. 5-18)

“Clear-cutting and its variants” is proposed for 74% of the logging.
Historically, selective logging was common. (p. 5-18)

The timber program costs outweigh its revenue. Taxpayers are paying to
cut their own forests.(p.19)

The State has enacted laws and is spending taxpayer money devoted to
“green” energy to promote and subsidize the development of at least five
wood-fueled, industrial-scale biomass power plants. These plants would
require tripling the logging rate on all Massachusetts forests, public and
private. At this rate, all forests could be logged in just 25 years. Over
185,000 logging truck trips per year, or 600 per day, would be required on
narrow, rural roads to deliver the wood. If constructed, air pollution and
atmospheric CO2 will increase and forests will be heavily logged to
provide a mere 1% increase in power generating capacity. Achievable S ..
conservation measures could reduce electrical use by 33%. (p.21-22) Monroe State Forest

Massachusetts has passed a law to reduce carbon emissions, yet proposes aggressive cutting and burning
of forests in 5 biomass power plants that would increase statewide power plant CO2 emissions 11% for
the only 1% increase in electrical generating capacity.. The proposed Russell plant CO2 emissions per unit
energy would be 50% higher than the worst CO2 emitting existing power plant in the northeast. (p.25-26)

To sell the radically increased logging to the public, the agencies managing forests are exercising
propaganda techniques by using forestry half-truths, distortions, omissions and falsehoods to justify
clear-cutting and aggressive logging. (p. 28-32)

Massachusetts taxpayers are unwittingly spending millions of dollars to qualify for “green” certification
of State public land timber harvesting. Instead of protecting the ecosystem and ecological values of State
forests, this certification is proving to be a “greenwashing” program that promotes commercial logging
over conservation. All of the photos in this report are of FSC “green” certified logging. (p.34)

Five of the larger Massachusetts environmental groups, who have historically acted as watchdogs over
our precious public forests are no longer dependably defending them from the chainsaw. They have
recently endorsed plans for drastic logging increases in our State forests and parks. (p. 36-37)

The State agencies responsible for managing Massachusetts public lands are not adhering to existing
laws designed to help protect these forests. Examination of current logging practices has uncovered
widespread illegal State logging. (p. 38-39)

To protect Massachusetts forests and save valuable taxpayer dollars, we call on Governor Patrick to:

(1) Enact an indefinite commercial logging moratorium, without loopholes, on all State forests & parks,
cancel FSC certification and sponsor legislation to protect the public and ecosystem values of our lands.

(2) Stop permitting new biomass power plants and remove taxpayer subsidies and preferential legislation for
burning whole trees and contaminated waste for power and for cutting whole trees to convert to biofuels.
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“Savoy State Forest....over 50 miles of wooded trails invite year-round recreational
access to spectacular natural features. Or climb up Spruce Hill on the Busby Trail

for breathtaking views, especially during fall foliage and hawk migration.”
DCR Website
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MASSACHUSETTS STATE FORESTS — PRECIOUS AND UNDER THREAT

State forests and parks make up only 10% of Massachusetts land area and 16% of its forests. Because they
are publically owned and in relatively intact large blocks, they provide the best opportunity for protecting
forests in their natural state for recreation, tourism, clean air and water, solitude, and wildlife habitat for

species that need large undisturbed forest tracts.

| ¥ Non-forested
Private Forests

M State owned
forests
Municipal Forests

Unfortunately, these lands are not protected as we might like to believe. On the contrary, new proposals by
the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and the Division of Fish and Wildlife
(DFW) threaten to make logging the primary use of our State lands. According to current proposals, only
20% of the State’s forests, (2% of Massachusetts’ land area), would be protected in reserves, and the
remaining 80% will be open to logging.*

Proposed Allocation of Uses on Massachusetts
State Parks and Forests

Ml Devoted to Logging

M Protected as reserves

Managing 80% of these scarce and precious public lands primarily for the extraction of timber products by
private corporations is out of step with the wishes of the public who own these lands and demonstrates that
DCR and DFW are falling far short of fulfilling their charge to serve the interests and desires of the citizens

of Massachusetts.?



MASSACHUSETTS STATE FORESTS — PROPOSED DISTRICT PLANS

The Department of Conservation and Recreation has issagdptbposed management plans for four of
nine districts, the Southern Berkshire District, thet@d Berkshire District, the Northern Berkshire Distyi
and the Western Connecticut Valley District.

These plans allow for an unprecedented increase immended logging rates to 400% higher than average
historical levels, 74% of which sven-age logginga.k.a. “clear-cutting and its variants” instead of Eng
tree selection logging. These historical comparisons and new levels ofitegdata come from the State’s
own plans and represent industrial scale logging on Mhassatts State forests. Even when compared to
cherry picked maximum historical rates of the mid 1980is,rtew cutting rates are many times higher.

State agencies don't like to use the word “clear-cut” @irtplans and instead prefer euphemisms such as
“shelterwood,” “aggregate retention,” “thinning,” “seeddyeetc., but clear-cutting is what they are doing.
Under even-aged management, which includes clear-cutting aiatiorss of clear-cutting, all or nearly all

of the trees are removed from an area of forest shat time period. The trees that replace this former
forest are about the same age, hence the term “evei-ag@magement. Even-aged forests are historically
very uncommon and unnatural in Massachusetts.

A letter signed by world-renowned Harvard scientist BAGQlson statesClearcutting and other even-aged
silvicultural practices and timber road construction have cagswidespread forest ecosystem fragmentation
and degradation. The result is species extinction, soil erosion, flogddestabilizing climate change, the loss
of ecological processes, declining water quality, diminishing comeia and sport fisheries.* Theproblems
with clearcutting and even-aged logging are summarized on page 6.

Below are even-aged logging photos on Massachusettstjyuimvned State forests.

“Shelterwood” Cut, Savoy State Forest, 2008 “Shelterwood” Cut, Savoy State For2808

“Shelterwood” Cut, October Mountain State Forest “Aggregate Retention”, Peru WMA



