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MASSACHUSETTS FOREST WATCH RELEASES SHOCKING REPORT:  
PATRICK ADMINISTRATION POLICIES DEVASTATING STATE F ORESTS 

Taxpayers unwittingly subsidizing the “Massachusetts Chainsaw Massacre” 
 

A new citizens group, Massachusetts Forest Watch (www.maforests.org) has formed in response to a groundswell of 
citizen outrage over unprecedented aggressive logging and clearcutting on State forests.  Citizens who believed the 
green locations on maps are protected have been stunned to learn that the State agencies charged with protecting 
these important State forests and parks are now aggressively logging and clearcutting them. 
 

According to the report released by Forest Watch (www.maforests.org/Report.pdf), the Patrick administration is also 
applying taxpayer subsidies and preferential legislation devoted to clean energy to dirty biomass power plants that 
will burn huge quantities of trees, further pollute the air, add CO2 to the atmosphere, divide communities and 
squander taxpayer clean energy funds in order to provide a mere 1% increase in power generating capacity.  By 
contrast, achievable and economical conservation measures could reduce electrical use by 33%.  
 

Forest Watch member Chris Matera explained, “Massachusetts Forest Watch has formed to expose and stop this 
commercial exploitation of our precious State forests and to stop the cynical diversion of clean energy taxpayer 
subsidies to polluting biomass power plants that will add tremendous pressure on all Massachusetts forests.” 
 

Carol Gilmour of Friends of Robinson State Park commented, "Without a 2-
year nonstop effort by area citizens, Robinson State Park in Agawam would 
have been logged by the State.  We need strong laws to preserve our forests, 
parks and environment." 
 

The report, with many photos of State forest clear-cutting, outlines threats to 
wilderness protection, recreation, clean air and water, fish and wildlife 
habitat, scenic beauty, and tourist dollars from the Patrick administration’s 
proposals to aggressively log Massachusetts forests as follows:                         Windsor Jambs State Park, 2008 
 

·  About 80% of State forest and park area is slated for logging with only 20% set aside in reserves. 
 

·  Aggressive logging and clear-cutting of State forests and parks is occurring now and new management plans 
allow for logging rates more thatn 400% higher than historical rates mostly with “clearcutting and its variants” 

 

·  The timber program costs outweigh its revenue.  Taxpayers are paying to cut down their own forests. 
 

·  Taxpayer funds for clean energy are being channeled to subsidize burning trees in biomass power plants which 
would triple the logging rate on all Massachusetts public and private forests, and would increase statewide power 
plant CO2 emissions more than 11%, yet create only 1% more electricity generating capacity. 

 

·  The state agencies responsible for managing MA forests are using propaganda techniques such as half-truths, 
distortions, omissions and falsehoods to sell the clear-cutting and aggressive logging to the public. 

 

·  Millions of taxpayer dollars are being spent to “green” certify state lands for timber harvesting.  Certification is 
proving to be a “greenwashing” tool that promotes commercial logging at the expense of conservation values. 

 

·  Five of the larger Massachusetts environmental groups, who have historically acted as watchdogs over our 
precious public forests are no longer defending them from the chainsaw.  Incredibly, these five groups have 
recently endorsed plans for drastic logging increases and heavy handed cutting in our State forests and parks.   

 

·  The State agencies are not adhering to existing laws. Examination of current logging practices has uncovered 
rampant illegal State logging and lax oversight. 

 

MA Forest Watch asks citizens to hold Governor Patrick accountable, (888-870-7770), and press him to: 
(1) Enact an indefinite commercial logging moratorium (without loopholes) on all State forests and parks, cancel the 
FSC certification program and sponsor legislation to protect all the public and ecosystem values of our lands. 
(2) Stop permitting new biomass power plants and remove taxpayer subsidies and preferential legislation for burning 
whole trees and contaminated waste in biomass power plants and for cutting whole trees to convert to biofuels. 


