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Doctors
oppose
biomass
plant

Mass. Medical Society:
Particulates at any level
pose health threat

By RICHIE DAVIS
Recorder Staff

The Massachusetts Medical Society has
adopted a resolution oppoesing the proposed
Greenfield wood-burning power plant as an
“unacceptable public health risk.”

The 22,000-member state orgamzat;on’
Jeadership body alse voted to oppose the bio- !
mass plants propesed for Russell and Palmer, !
i andtourgethestategommenttoadoptpoh—
 cies to minimize approval and construction of

Council OKs G
mayor to enter
into contract for

piomass pl
By ANITA PHILLIPS
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — Town Council voted
Wednesday night to amend the town’s sewer
rules and allow the mayor to enter into a con-
tract to sell treated wastewater to the man
who wants to build a 47-megawatt biomass
lant plarmed for Butternut Street.
bout two-and-a-half




Councilors spent about two-and-a-half
hours debating a contract Mayor William
Martin and Department of Public Works
Director Sandra Shields have spent months
working on so that Matthew Wolfe of Madera
Energy Inc. of Cambridge can buy freated

. wastewater for cooling the Pioneer Renewable

Energy plant.

While a handful of the 12 councilors at the
public meeting Wednesday night believed it
would be best to table the vote to give author-
ity to Martin to enter into the contract, others

believed that state and federal regulations will |

protect the town and that a number of “out®
clauses placed in the contract would do the
same. It was a 6 to 5 vote to approve the 20-
year contract and give Martin the authority to
sign.

Precinet 5 Councilor David Singer request-
ed the council amend wording in the contract
that would force Pioneer fo treat the water to
“potable” levels, so that anyone would feel
comfortable drinking the water before it is
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used for cooling and released
as vapor from cooling towers.

Wolfe disagreed, saying it
would be too expensive and
that there is no clear definition
of “potable.” He said he had
made many concessions to the
town already.

Singer said with people’s

fears of toxins in the treated
wastewater, his idea might
make them, and some coun-
cilors, feel better. The council
voted against the amendment.

The 20-year contract the
mayor will sign with Wolfe will
allow him, as part of construc-

tion of his plant, to install a 5.1
mile cooling water line from
the town’s sewage treatment
plant on Deerfield Street to
Butternut Street.

About two dozen people
attended the meeting, but were
not allowed to speak.

The council had to first vote
the changes to the sewer rules,
because current rules do not
allow it to sell treated waste-
water for any reason. .

Councilors said they proba-
bly wouldn’t have been voting
on the issue at this time if not
for the biomass plant, but all
but At-large Councilor Alfred

Siano, who voted against
changing the rules, and
Precinct 7 Councilor Jeanne
Canteen, who was not in atten-
dance, said it was a good idea
to change the town rules, so the
town could sell treated waste-
water for other reasons in the
future.

Shields said the town’s
treatment plant can generate
enough treated wastewater and
sell it to the biomass plant
without hurting the town or its
drinking water supply.

Wolfe plans to use the efflu-
ent fo. cool his biomass plant
and supply air treatment sys-
tems.

Martin expects the town will
receive about $33 million from
the plant over the life of the 20-
year contract. The plant will

pay for the treated wastewater
it uses, as well as sewer and
water fees based on how much
it uses. It will also pay for the
electricity used to pump the
water to the plant.

Councilors who said during
the debate that they would vote
for the contract, said the rev-
enues it would bring to the
town were important and sig-
nificant enough to trust that if
biomass was found to be “bad”
for any reason, they would feel
comfortable relying on state
and federal regulations to pre-
vent a plant from coming to
Greenfield.

The Pioneer plant will use
about 640,000 gallons of treated
wastewater a day, which will
travel from Deerfield Street to
High Street and French King
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Highway to Butternut Streef
through a 5.1-mile, 10-inch duc-
tile iron line.

The treated wastewater will
be used for cooling and any
remaining water will be piped
back through the town’s sewer
system to its treatment plant to
be treated again before it is dis-
charged into the Deerfield
River, The biomass plant will
also treat the water as it comes
into the plant and as it leaves.
About 80 percent is expected to
be lost to evaporation and drift,
swhich are small water parti-
cles released from the cooling
tower.

The town has rules about
discharge, which the biomass
plant will have to follow, so by
the time the water gets back to

the treatment plant and before
it goes into the river, it must be
devoid of toxins and be at-a
temperature of less than 104
degrees Fahrenheit, according
to Shields.

State and federal environ-
mental rules govern what the
plant releases into the air.

Martin and Shields both
attended the meeting and
spoke in favor of the contract
they have come to agreement
on with Wolfe. Shields said the
town doesn’t currently test for
the types of toxins opponents
are worried about, such as
those found in excess pharma-
ceuticals and personal care
products — so, they could also
be in water released to the
Deerfield River.
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new biomass plants.

It also agreed to urge state
and federal governments to
remove large-scale biomass
electricity generation plants
from the list of technologies eli-
gible to receive renewable ener-
gy credits, federal stimulus
funds and Massachusetts
Technology Collaborative
loans; and to urge the state to
extend regulatory authority by
its Department of
Environmental Protection to
small-scale biomass facilities
“to ensure that the most protec-
tive air pollution emissions con-
trols are used.”

The 47-megawatt Pioneer
Renewable Energy plant pro-
posed for a site adjacent to the
Greenfield Industrial Park is
awaiting approval of a “Major
Comprehensive  Air Plan
Permit” from the state
Department of Environmental
Protection.

The Mass. Medical Society
action Saturday follows a reso-
lution by the medical society’s
Franklin-Hampshire District
last . month to endorse an
October vote by the Hampden
District Medical Society’s
opposing construction of the 50-
megawatt wood-burning plant
proposed for Russell as “an
unacceptable threat to the
health of the citizens of the
Pioneer Valley,” according to
Dr. Laurence Klein of
Connecticut River Internists.
Klein said he brought the issue
to the district meeting based on
his concerns about the poten-
tial effects of air pollution —
especially particulate emis-
sions from the proposed
Greenfield plant — on area res-
idents.

Dr. Jefferson Dickey, a staff
physician at the Community
Health Center of Franklin
County, brought the proposal to
the Massachusetts Medical
Society’s interim meeting in
Waltham last weekend.

“The issue for me is that
particulate air pollution kills,”
said Dickey, who as a research
fellow at Harvard School of
Public Health studied the
health effects of air pollution.
Hundreds of studies, he said,
have shown “very consistent
associations’ between particu-
late air pollution (from wood
smoke) and public health.”

Those cross-sectional and
case-control  studies have
shown a correlation between
areas with high particulate lev-
els and high mortality rates
from chronic heart and lung
disease. : :

“What we found is that if
you live in an area that has a

high particulate air pollution
level,” he said, “ you're more
likely to have increased respi-
ratory disease, increased asth-
ma attacks, increased asthma
medication use, increased days
lost from school and work due
to chest illness, increased
emergency room visits for
heart and Ilung disease,
increased hospital rates for
heart and lung disease and
increased mortality rates for
heart and lung disease.”

Dickey, a former chair of
the Mass. Medical Society’s
Committee on Environmental
and Occupational Health,
added, “The people who are
suggesting we build these
power plants say they’ll meet
all EPA regulations, and I don’t
know whether that’s true or
not. But very clearly, anybody
who understands the science
can’t really think the EPA reg-
ulations are protective of the
public health, because there
essentially is no threshold
below which particulate air pol-
lution is safe.”

The policy was approved
unanimously by the society’s
House of Delegates, composed
of representative physicians
from across the state.

The Massachusetts Lung
Association also opposes con-
struction of the Greenfield bio-
mass plant as “an inefficient
and dirty way of producing
energy,” according fto Scoft
Keays, the association’s publie

policy manager. “We are very.

pleased to have the
Massachusetts Medical Society
join us in our efforts.”

Current state policy consid-

ers biomass fuel renewable,
because trees consumed as fuel
are assumed to re-grow, and
biomass electricity generation
is eligible for financial incen-
tives under the state’s Green
Communities Aect, which man-
dates that an increasing pro-
portion of the state’s power be
generated from renewable
sources.

The medical society’s action
comes days after the state halt-
ed applications for qualifying
biomass plants for state finan-
cial incentives, in part citing
concerns about their emissions
of the unregulated greenhouse
gas, carbon dioxide.

It also comes after the
Environmental Protection
Agency said greenhouse gases
“threaten the public health and
welfare of the American peo-
ple” and that carbon dioxide
should be regulated under the
Clean Air Act.



